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SCHOOL CALENDAR 20112012

EVENT

Teacher so

New Parent

Devel opmé8&810PWor kshop 8:50
School opens for orientation for all children

AM Classes 10:00 AM 11:30 AM
ALL -DAY & COTTAGE Classes 10:00 AN 2:00 PM
Tea (duron)ng

your

PM Classes 12:30 PM2:00 PM

chil doés

School opens foALL CHILDRENunder regular hours (except Stepping Stones)
Stepping Stones classes will have shortened hoursGABDtO 11:30AM)
Back To School Night WESTFIELD

AM & All Day Classes 6:45 PM 7:45 PM

PM & Cottage Classes 8:00 PIVB:00 PM

Back To School Night SCOTCH PLAINS
AM, Tues/Thurs Stepping Stones and 3 & 4 yr. old All Day Classes 6:46 PNb PM

PM, Mon/Wed Stepping Stones and Kindergarten Classes 8:009200 PM

Stepping Stones classes under regular hours

Rosh HashanahNO SCHOOL
Columbus Day NO SCHOOL
Teacher s 6i NOSCHOOII 8:50 AMi 3:10 PM

NO SCHOOL

Thanksgiving Feast SHORTENED DAY Westfield

AM, All Day Upstairs & CottageClassed0:00AM1 11:30AM

PM & All Day Classes 12:30PMi 2:00PM

Thanksgiving Feast SHORTENED DAY Scotch Plains

AM, Tues/Thurs Stepping Stones and 3&4 yr. old All Day Classes 10:00AM30AM

PM, Mon/Wed Stepping Stones & Kindergarten Cla$s&2:30PMi 2:00PM
Thanksgiving RecegsNO SCHOOL

Kindergarten/First Grade Meetiig?WVESTFIELDCampus 7:00 PM

Pizza dinner for all intested parents
Parent/Teacher Evening Conferences

Parent/Teacher ConferencddO SCHOOL

Teacher s 61l NOGCHO®OM o p
Holiday Vacatiori NO SCHOOL

School opens

Martin Luther King Dayr NO SCHOOL
Mid-winter Vacation NO SCHOOL

Celebration of Montessori Education Week
Teacher so6

AMS Conference
NO SCHOOL

Wo r- NG 3CelQOLNJ MA C

Spring Vacatioin NO SCHOOL
Teacher s 6i NOECHOSLh 0 p
Parent/Teacher Evening Conferences

Parent/Teacher ConfeiieNe@ SCHOOL

Spring Celebratioit WESTFIELD

AM, Cottage & All Day Upstairs Classes

PM & All Day Downstairs Classes

Memorial Day Celebration NO SCHOOL

Spring Celebrat8notch Plains
AM, Tues/Thurs Stepping Stones & 3 &4 yr. old All Day Classes
PM, Mon/Wed Stepping Stones & Kindergartelasses
Christopher Academy Field DAySHORTENED DAY Last Day of Schodlestfield
AM, All Day Upstairs & Cottage Classes 10:00AM.1:30 AM

PM & All Day Classes 12:30 PM 2:00 PM

AM

ori e

Christopher Academy Field DAySHORTENED DAY Last Day of Schagtotch Plins

AM, Tues/Thurs Stepping Stones & 3 &4 yr. old All Day Classes 10:00AM30AM

PM, Mon/Wed Stepping Stones & Kindergar@élassed 2:30PM- 2:00PM

Teacher so6

Wor kshop

Scotch Plains Camp/Westfield Camp



Christopher Academyi Scotch Plains
(908) 3224652

Mission Statement
AThe Mi Ghsastopher Acaflemy is to support the development of the full potential of the
child by serving individual needs, fostering independence, and protecting the social
consciousness within an environment whi ch

Hours
AM: 8:50 AMT 11:30 AM  PM: 12:30 PNI 3:10 PM ALLDAY: 8:50 AMT 3:10 PM

Class hours are often altered on party days. Please check your school calendar. To allow your
child the most productive school experience, please arrive promptly.

How to Contad Members of the Scotch Plains Site or Scho®l(908) 3224652

Amelia McTamaneyChairman of the BoardHomei (908)322-8251

email:amelia@christopheracademy.com

HenriettePetersen, Director of Operation$908)3224652 ext.22

e-mail: hpetersen@christophereacademy.com

Denise Rosenthal, Campus Directdext. 107 email:drosenthal@christopheracademy.com

Weather & Speial Events Messages

Scotch Plains Campus (908) 32852 Ext. 12 oWestfield Campus(908) 2337447 Ext.18
www.christopheracademy.com

Overview

At Christopher Academy, the environment is prepared for the child with learning tools that
stimulate all facets of his intellect. It is our objective to provide a wide range of developmental
opportunities. Eacbhild learns through experience, which fosters his development as a reliable
and independent individual.

The Montessori Method of Education for preschool and elementary learning offers the child a
unique advantage to develop whatever potential he possesseo t he very best
ability.

This is achieved by designing an environment that is stimulating to both mental and physical

gr owt h. Such an atmosphere places at the chi
compl e me nt natufe eand providé alpdstive foundation for all future learning. Each

child is exposed to all the familiar activities: practical life, sensorial, language, mathematics, art,
music, sensory motor, cultural studiasd a foreign languageSeltexpressions encouraged

within all these fields.

Parents are the major forces in child developméltiey are welcome to participate in all phases
of activities provided by the school. The program is designed to offer support to the parents
through individual coferences and periodic parent meetings, and workshops.

History of Christopher Academy
Christopher Academy in Westfield was started in 1963 by a group of parents who wanted

Montessori education for their children. The school began with eight childree imdihning
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and afternoon sessions. As the school grew, specifically designed classrooms were built, and
presently Christopher Academy in Westfield enrolls 95 children in the thrgariprary classes

and one class of kindergarten and first grade.

The Montesori School of Cranford was founded in 1973, as a preschool with two small classes
of 15 children, running morning and afternoon sessions. In 1986, Christopher Academy and the
Montessori School of Cranford merged to better serve the children of the cdmymin 1993,

these two sites merged into one location to serve the communities more efficiently.

Active Acres was started in 1960 as a traditional nursery school, on a lovehathheeeampus

in Scotch Plains. In 1986 Christopher Academy expanded this facility and began a
Montessori program and summer camp at Christopher Academy at this campus. This campus
enrolls 75 children ages 246 years.

The directors and teachers are State approved and Montessori certified. In 1986, Mdttessori
Nicholas Centre, London, England, formed a relationship to provide Montessori Teacher
Education at Christopher Academy both-site and by correspondence. In 1999, the Teacher
Education Program became an associate of the National Center for MontessorioBducati
National Center for Montessori Education merged with American Montessori Society in 2006.
Christopher Academy is a full AMS Teacher Educator Affiliate.

The Montessori Method

The Montessori Method of education offers the child a developmentaltg@made,

individualized learning experience. Distinguished by a unique prepared environment and
specially designed didactic materials, the Mo
physical, emotional, spiritual, and academic growth.

The ole of the teacher within the Montessori environment is distinct. Rather than giving direct
instruction, the Montessori teacher guides each student through experiences, which allow the
child to absorb information endlessly. Montessori protects thesidnnotivation to learn that
each child possesses from birth and builds upon it, propelling children through a traditional
academic sequence while preserving a love of learning.

Montessori classrooms are multiage environments within which children uspatig three

years before moving on. As such, each child has the opportunity to explore a wide range of

social roles within his or her tenure in a classroom. Montessori children, with the support of the
teacher who meticulously prepares the environnwasate a society of their own, within which

children are teachers and learners, students and leaders, individuals who can stand alone yet who
joyously engage in the work of the group.

The Montessori Method traces its roots to the work of Dr. Maria Mamtess |, l'talyds fir
physician and an innovative educational thinker. By 1907, Dr. Montessori had overcome

enormous personal and cultural challenges to develop an educational system like no other. A
forerunner in developmental education, Dr. Momess responsible for changing the standard

of Early Childhood education from a miniature version of adult classrooms to dynamie, child

centered and childirected communities. Today, the Montessori Method has grown from Dr.

Mont essor i 6s irsthe®anlLaenzo laraasobRoraedoran internationally honored
curriculum at use in private and public schools throughout the world.



School Closing/Emergency Closing or Announcements due to weather

1. We will try to provide a message ¢A08)3224652 Extension 12 of the Scotch Plains
answering machine and on the Westfield answering machine (9083233Extension 18.
2. We will try our best to announce closings and emergency announcements on our website
www.christopheracademy.com
No matter what campus your child attends you can call either of these two numbers for school
closing information.

Snow Policy

We realize our children are very young and do not always need to come out intdiféatiher
conditions. We also realize we are a childcare facility for many working parents; therefore, we
do not take the closing of school lightly. We will try to open school whenever possible. Delayed
openings are very difficult for us and will onle lmone on rare occasions. If you feel it is not
necessary to bring your child to school because he is young and the roads are too difficult to
drive, please keep him home. If you need to bring him late or pick him up early because of the
weather, pleasdo so; we understand. Just keep in mind we need to open for some of our
working parents when others of us would prefer being at home.

If it is necessary to have a delayed opening, classes will run:

ALL-DAY: 10:00 AM3:10 PM AM: 10:00 AML2:10 PM  PM: 1:00 PM 3:10 PM

Health

If a child becomes ill while at school, he will be isolated from the other children, and the parents
notified immediately. The school should be notified if a child has come in contact with or has
contracted a contagioussdiase. Any child who has been absent due to a contagious disease
should have the written permission of the family pediatrician before returning to the classroom.
Please remember that although your child may no longer be contagious or show symptoms, his
resi stance is impaired i mmediately after an
home until full strength is regained.

Policy on the Management of Communicable Diseases

If a child exhibits any of the following symptoms, he should notndttechool. If such
symptoms occur at school, the child will be removed from the classroom, and the parent will be
called to take him home.

Severe pain or discomfort Infected untreated skin patches
Acute diarrhea Difficult or rapid breathig
Episodes of acute vomiting  Skin rashes lasting over 24 hours
Severe coughing Visibly enlarged lymph nodes
Yellow eyes or jaundice skin  Stiff neck
Red eyes with discharge Blood in urine
Lethargy Elevated oral temperature of 101.5 degrees Fahrenheit
Lice
Once a child is symptom free, or has a physic

health risk to himself or others, he may return to school.
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If a child contracts any of the following diseases, please report it to us immediately.
The childmaynotr et urn t o school without a doctords
to himself or others.

Respiratory llinesses Gastrointestinal llinesses Contat llinesses
Chicken Pox Giardia Lamblia Impetigo
German Measles* Hepatitis A* Lice
Haemophilus Influenza* Salmonella Scabies
Measles* Shigella* Conjunctivitis
Menigococcus*

Mumps*
Shingles
Strep Throat

Tuberculosis*
Whooping Cough*
*Reportable diseases, as specified in N.J.A.C. 10712D (a)

Absences for lliness

Please report all absences due to contagious diseases to the school office, preferably on the day
of the absence. Children should not return to school too quickly after an iliness, as they need
time to regain both strength and resistance to further dlndfsyour child is healthy enough to

attend school, then he is expected to participate in all class activities, including going outdoors.
The child must be fever free for 24 hours without the aid of medication before returning to
school. This is impaaint to protect the child, other children in the classroom, and staff of the
school.

Absences Due to Personal Reasons
If your child will be absent for reasons other than illness, or other reasons, please report this to
the school. This will enable the tdeers to plan for your child accordingly.

Immunization Records

All children are required by the State of New Jersey to follow the immunization schedule.

A child shall be exempted from a physical examination, immunization or medical treatment if

the parenbbjects thereto in a written statement submitted to the center, signed by the parent,
explaining how the examination, i mmunizati on
exercise of bona fide religious tenets or practices.

As of December 31 allhildren under 5 years of age are required, by the State of New Jersey, to
have a flu vaccination by December 31 in order to attend school on January 3.

Medical Records

The medical forms and emergency camisst be returned bfugust 1stlf there is a change in
information on the emergency card or medical forms later in the school year, please notify the
office of these changes.

By State mandatd&,eachers are not permitted to administer any medication. If medicine does
need to be adminigted, please contact the Campus Director and refer to page 15 for policy on
administration.

Policy on Administration of Epinephrine and Medication See page 15
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